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the citizens for better healthcare, and the poor resources
allocated.

The low income of the public calls for viewing the providing of
such a service as an ongoing process to maintain social justice.

N
)

The geographical basis is of better capabilities given the need to
expand the health insurance umbrella, and to rationalize the
available resources.

3-  Private-sector health insurance service must be given the
opportunity to reach the financially able sectors of the society.

4- The tasks assigned to the HIO must be changed to take on the
mission of promoting the insurance role, determining conditions
and qualities of the insurance service sought along with the
control of performance.

5-  Greater role should be played by the local administration to
upgrade the general healthcare performance.
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equitable shares allocated regionally.

Moreover, the study demonstrated the major challenges, facing
the insured healthcare horizon which necessitates changing the role
played by the HIO body from a service provider either directly or
indirectly, to the insuring service provider only, who settles for
contracting or procuring the service provided and maintains control
over performance.

The change requirements are driven by the GATT agreement, the
overwhelming trend of market economies, the privatization tendency,
along with the deteriorating levels of the government performance in
terms of the poor healthcare services felt by the public with growing
dissatisfaction.

Therefore, the exchange of experience together with the
international and regional cooperation, becomes a must in the health
insurance arena to protect mankind in face of health related threats.

The rising role played by the private sector and
non-governmental organizations (NGOs) capable of providing health
insurance services, demands that a number of alternatives regarding
the assets owned by the HIO, be formulated, with a more vital role for
the local administration to boost the general health performance.

The Study recommends the following:

1-  The healthcare insured system of social dimension in Egypt, must
continue to contribute in solving the chronic healthcare problem
resulting from the imbalance between thhe increasing needs of
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Future Trends of Insurance
- Healthcare in Egypt
Mohammed Refaat Radwan

Insurance healthcare in Egypt has stopped short of providing
~ practically 36.5% of the total population during the past 32 years of
the 20th Century.

The basic upon which the healthcare providing and handling is
still unchanged with traits of the socialist ideology which grants the
major role to the public sector in all areas.

With the sWeepin'g changes across the world impacting the social,
economic, and politiéal areas during the few elapsed years, Egypt
was no exception in this regard. Thus setting priorities of the health
insurance future in Egypt has become of paramount importance to
better understanding the essence of healthcare problem and ideal
methods of confrontation.

The methodical study then reached the conclusion that there must
be a total shift from the "Category basis" adopted by the state in 1964
to the more reasonable one "the geographical basis" according to
which the society is organized into regional sectors with the intention
of extending the insurance coverage to the entire population on a
gradual and demographic basis.

The need is urgent to attain integrated health system with

Yoo



Egyptian Review of Development and Planning No. 1-1997

Degree of Egyptian Consumer
Acceptance of Agricultural Products
Preserved By Irradiation |
Nagwan S. Abdel-Wahab

This paper aims to study the degree of Egpytian consumer |
acceptance of agricultural products preserved by irradiation.

To achieve the results, the researcher surveyed 511 stratified
random samples of Cairo Governorate. The outcome of this survey is
summarized as follows: |

1- Percentage of persons who agreed to eat irradiated food is 59.7%.

2- Percentage of persons who agreed to buy irradiated food for trial is
57.7%. |

3- Percentage of persons who agreed to buy irradiated food for
consumption is 57.5%.
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national level, at initiatives from within and without the Arab world.
The boundaries of security are redefined, approaches to development
are changing, and the private profitability is given new dimensions
and more weight. Changes are based upon claims of failure of past
action to achieve progress; some twenty four factors responsible for
this are identified and listed by reference to literature and are grouped
under headingé of political, social and cultural, and institutional and
technical factors. A scheme meant to deal with them is proposed and
covers the following points. Long term objectives should be pan Arab
economic unity, hence need for converging development
accompanied by pan Arab security. This means that partial or
alternative regional spheres should be abandoned for pan Arab
boundaries. The institutional framework should be rectified, avoiding
the arrangements that offer weak escapement from rigorous
integration ones; hence the need for strengthening the CAEU, and
forming a regional assembly, a court, and a research center. The AMF
and AFESD should be strengthened, while the Economic and Social
Council should cease to duplicate their activities. Participation is
recommended and given specific meaning. The process of integration
has to be articulated along the lines indicated above, and a joint Arab
. development strategy should be taken as a guide. Since the present
Strategy of Joint Action covers up to 2000, work should start as soon
as possible in building a new one accompanied by a detailed program
of action.

YoV



Eg'yptian Review of Development and Planning No. 1 -1997

Arab Joint Economic Action :
Evaluation & Future
M. M. El-Imam

This study is compsed of four parts . The first & second parts
“The concept & its changes” were puplished in the previous issue,
December 1996. In this issue the third & fourth parts are published .

The third part aims at developing criteria by which to judge the
effectiveness of various modes of joint action. Characteristics of 50
types of such action, classified into 11 groups were indicated, and
their role in regional groupings outlined. Methods of evaluation
related to the traditional model of economic integration were found to
concentrate on changes in economic flows, especially trade and
services of factors of production. Certain criteria are suggested,
including feasibility, efficiency, effectiveness, equity, flexibility,
consistency and continuity. Since the new formula of integration is
rather pragmatic, techniques used are based mainly on computable
general equilibrium CGE models, which investigate net gains or
losses arising from trade liberalization under alternative assumptions
relating to factor mobility. Empirical findings seem to indicate that
this formula is more negative that the traditional one.

The last part deals with the future of Arab joint economic action
in the light of the above discussion. It traces the changes in its main
objectives since the fifties. At the beginning Arab secui‘ity was the
main preoccupation. In the sixties development took over .at the
country and the national (Arab) levels, and planning took the lead.
During the seventies a third objective joined the two, namely that of
profitability. At present alternative groupings are cutting across the
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